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The British Council appoints a new director in Azerbaijan.
30 August 2021

The British Council has appointed Francis Gardener-Trejo as our new country director in Azerbaijan. He will lead
our team from 15 September 2021 as we continue our mission to build connections, understanding and trust
between people in the UK and Azerbaijan through arts and culture, education and the English language.

Francis joined the British Council in 2015, and has worked in a number of the organisation’s priority operations.
He has been Assistant Director Nigeria and managed programmes in India, spanning a range of Cultural Relations
disciplines. Before moving to Azerbaijan, Francis has been based at the British Council’'s London headquarters,
managing government relations, bilateral strategy and risk for MENA, Europe and Wider Europe. Francis is an
advocate for the transformative potential of Cultural Relations for young people and wider society, and its unique
role in strengthening relations between communities and countries.

Francis is excited to take up the role of the Country Director in Azerbaijan and continue the British Council’s
28-year legacy of supporting the government’s priority reform agendas, alongside the British Embassy.

Our outgoing Country Director in Azerbaijan, Summer Xia, will move to Jordan to take up his new role as the
British Council’s Country Director for Jordan and Cluster Lead for the Levant region, continuing to create
international opportunities for the people of the UK and other countries and build trust between them worldwide.
He comments:

“I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to lead the fantastic British Council team in Azerbaijan to make a
small contribution in raising standards of English, internationalising Higher Education, developing the Creative
Industry, and creating a more inclusive society across this beautiful country, through cooperation with our
wonderful partners. Azerbaijan will always have a special place in my heart because of its kind people, legendary
hospitality, stunning scenery, and creative energy.”

In the last three years, Summer has contributed to the opening of the 18 new Learning Hubs across eight
regions of Azerbaijan, providing Azerbaijan’s young people with the high-quality education and skills for
employability, empowerment, inclusion, and integration with the wider world. In June, we opened a brand new
ACCA hub in Baku, enabling more young Azerbaijanis to take the internationally-recognised examinations. He led
our team in fostering international partnerships between 16 Higher Education and arts organisations in the UK
and Azerbaijan, establishing the UK as a key partner for the development of the creative economy and working
with the young people, entrepreneurs, cultural leaders, and the disabled people in Azerbaijan.

We wish Summer Xia every success in his professional and personal journey. We also look forward to building
new and maintaining the existing connections between people in the UK and Azerbaijan across the arts and
culture, education and the English language under Francis Gardener-Trejo’s leadership.

Francis will also lead us in delivering the 2021-22 Alumni Awards competition, which shines a light on the
impact that alumni of UK higher education institutions are making in their chosen field. The applications are open
from 1 September 2021 - you are welcome to apply: https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/alumni-awards

Summer Xia will join us for a live Facebook farewell stream on 1 September 2021, 18.00 (Baku time). Make sure
to join us at https://www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilAzerbaijan/videos/

The British Council is the United Kingdom's international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SCO37733 (Scotland).
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For further information, please contact:

Einar lliyev | Marketing Manager | British Council in South Caucasus
einar.iliyev@britishcouncil.az | T +994 (0) 12 497 1593

About the British Council

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities. We create friendly knowledge
and understanding between the people of the UK and other countries. We do this by making a positive contribution to the UK and the
countries we work with — changing lives by creating opportunities, building connections and engendering trust. We work with over 100
countries across the world in the fields of arts and culture, English language, education and civil society. Last year we reached over 80 million
people directly and 791 million people overall including online, broadcasts and publications. Founded in 1934, we are a UK charity governed
by Royal Charter and a UK public body.

www.britishcouncil.az

The British Council is the United Kingdom's international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SC037733 (Scotland).
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British Council Azarbaycanda yeni direktoru tayin etdi.
30 avqust 2021-ci il

British Council, Frensis Qardener-Trexo-nu Azarbaycanda yeni 6lka Uzra direktoru olaraq tayin etdi. Frensis
incasonat vo madaniyyat, tahsil ve ingilis dili vasitasi ilo Birloasmis Kralliq ve Azarbaycanda insanlar arasinda

alagaler, anlayis va given qurmagq missiyamizi davam etdirdiyimiz G¢lin 15 sentyabr 2021-ci ildan etibaran

komandamiza rehbarlik edacak.

Frensis 2015-ci ilda British Council taskilatina qosuldu va taskilatin bir sira prioritet amaliyyatlarinda c¢alisdi.
Nigeriyada 6lka Gzra direktorun muavini olub ve Hindistanda madani alagalar shata edan programlari idars
edib. Azarbaycana kbé¢mazdan avval, British Council-in Londonda yerlasan garargahinda calismisdi. Yaxin Sarq,
Simali Afrika, Avropa va Genis Avropaya maxsus Olkalar arasindaki alagalerini va ikitarafli strategiyalarini idara
edib. Frensis, ganclerin va daha genis comiyyatin xeyrina Madani 9lagalarin transformativ potensialina va
icmalarla 6lkalar arasindaki slagalarin gtclandirilmasindaki xUsusi roluna inanir.

Frensis, Azarbaycanda Olka iizre Direktoru vazifasini yerins yetirmakdan vo Béyiik Britaniya Safirliyi ilo
birlikda British Council-in Azerbaycanda hoktimat terafindan irali strilen prioritet islahatlarini dastoklomak
dgun British Council-in 28 illik irsini davam etdirmayini sabirsizliklo gozlayir.

Azarbaycanda gedan 0lks Uzrs direktorumuz Samr Sah, British Council-in iordaniya ve Levant bélgssi lizro
direktoru olaraq yeni voazifasini yerina yetirmak tcln lordaniyaya kdcacak va Birlasmis Kralliq ve digar 6lkaler
dcdn beynalxalq imkanlar yaratmaga davam edacak. Samr sarh edir:

“Terafdaslarimizia birlikds ingilis dilinin standartlarini ylksaltmakds, Ali Tahsili beynalmilallasdirmakds, Yaradicilig
Senayesini inkisaf etdirmakds va bu gbzal 6lkads daha inklliziv bir cemiyyat qurmaq lg¢in Azarbaycandaki
fantastik British Council komandasina rahberlik etmak flrssti gazandigim lg¢ln 6zdmu xosbaxt hiss ediram.
Xeyirxah insanlari, efsanavi qonagparvarliyi, heyratamiz mihiti ve yaradici enerjisi sayasinds Azarbaycan har
zaman galbimda xususi bir yera sahib olacaq.”

Son Q¢ il arzinds Samr, Azarbaycanin sakkiz bolgasinda 18 yeni Resurs va alim Markazinin a¢iimasina tohfa
verarok, Azarbaycanda ganclarin yiuksak keyfiyyatli tahsil va is gabiliyyati, salahiyyatlor, inklazivlik ve genis
diinyaya inteqgrasiya ticin bacariglarint méhkamlandirdi. iyun ayinda Bakida daha cox Azarbaycanl gancin
beynalxalq saviyyada taninmis imtahan vermasina imkan veran yeni bir ACCA markazi acdi. Birloasmis Kralliq
va Azarbaycandaki 16 universitet va incasanat taskilatl arasinda beynalxalq terafdasliglarin qurulmasinda,
Birlasmis Kralligin Azarbaycanda yaradici igtisadiyyatin inkisafi G¢ln asas tarafdas olaraq rolunu qurulmasinda
va gonclar, sahibkarlar, madaniyyat liderlari va alilli olan insanlarla islomakda komandamiza rahbarlik etdi.

Samr Saha pesokar va saxsi sayahatlerinds ugurlar arzulayiriq. Frensis Qardener-Trexonun rahbarliyi altinda
Birlosmis Kralliq va Azarbaycanda insanlar arasinda incasenat ve madaniyyat, tahsil ve ingilis dili arasinda yeni
alagalar qurmagi ve movcud slagalari davam etdirmayi sabirsizlikle gézlayirik.

Frensis, Birlosmis Krallig ali tohsil miassisalarinin mazunlarinin secdikleri sahads etdiklari tasira tdhfe veran
2021-22 Mazunlar Miikafati yarismasinda da biza rohbarlik edacok. Muracistlor 1 sentyabr 2021-ci ildan
etibaran aciqdir - muracist eds bilarsiniz: https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/alumni-awards

Samr Sah, 1 Sentyabr 2021, Baki vaxti ilo saat 18.00-da Facebook-da canli bir sessiyaya gosulacaq.
https://www.facebook.com/BritishCouncilAzerbaijan/videos/ tinvaninda bize qosulmaginizdan amin olun.

The British Council is the United Kingdom's international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities.
A registered charity: 209131 (England and Wales) SCO37733 (Scotland).
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9lava malumat iiciin alags saxlayin:

Einar lliyev | Marketing Gzra Rahbari | British Council Canubi Qafgazdaki ofisi
einar.iliyev@britishcouncil.az | T +994 (0) 12 497 1593

British Council haqqinda

British Council Birlasmis Kraligin madaniyyat tzro alagalar ve tahsil imkanlari sahasinde faaliyyat gostaran beynalxalq toskilatidir. Biz 100-dan
cox 6lkads incasanat ve madaniyyat, ingilis dili, tahsil ve mulki comiyyat sahalarinda calisirig. Kegan il biz faaliyyatimizs birbasa olaraq 75
milyondan artiq, onlayn, yayimlar va nasrler da daxil olmagla cemi 758 milyon saxs calb etmisik. Biz calisdigimiz 6lkslerds miisbat naticalers
nail oluruq - imkanlar yaratmagla, slagalar qurmagla ve inami artirmagla hayatlari dayisirik. 1934-cu ilde yaradilmis taskilatimiz Royal Charter
va Birlasmis Kralligin ictimai organi tarafinden idars olunan BK xeyriyya taskilatidir. Aldigimiz maliyya vasaitlarinin 15 faizi Birlagmis Kralliq
hékumatindan alinan subsidiyadir.

www.britishcouncil.az
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