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Open Call for UK Study Tour on Graduate Employability
Call for UK Universities or relative institutions to host representatives of higher education institutions and business/industry from Azerbaijan on graduate employability topic.  

The aim of the Study Tour is to benefit from UK expertise in graduate employability in higher education sector. The visiting group will be comprised of professionals from higher education institutions, the business/industry sector and Ministry of Education (MoE) representatives from Azerbaijan.  
Background Information 
British Council Azerbaijan
Our work in higher education in Azerbaijan focuses on global partnerships and contributes to the improvement of quality assurance, internationalisation, entrepreneurship and enterprise, transferrable skills and competencies.
We work in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and partner Universities. Our activity includes national and regional seminars and workshops, as well as exchange of researchers, faculty staff and education professionals between the UK and Azerbaijan.

Graduate Employability Initiative

This work on graduate employability, fostering cooperation between universities and potential employers, has been part of the British Council programme in Azerbaijan under the Internationalising of Higher Education (IHE) programme. 

The British Council organized a conference in October 2014 bringing together 87 representatives from various higher education institutions and businesses. The conference presented success stories in the development of partnerships between universities and employers, drawing on the experience of a number of higher education institutions and companies from the UK and Azerbaijan. The event also provided an opportunity for networking among university and business representatives with the purpose of developing future partnership

As a follow-up to the conference British Council organized a further forum on Graduate Employability in May 2015 in order to engage universities and businesses in dialogue and invite them to share knowledge, generate ideas, provide input and explore possibilities for action around the issue of graduate employability. The event brought together around 70 representatives from various businesses and higher education intuitions, including representatives of Ministry of Education.

The proposed UK Study Tour is one further stage in this exchange of good practice.
UK Study Tour on Graduate Employability 

The aim of the UK Study Tour on Graduate Employability is to give an opportunity to higher education and business sector representatives from Azerbaijan to learn from UK higher education institutions experience in graduate employability in order to foster development of graduate employability in Azerbaijan. The delegation will be comprised of representatives of business companies, career centre advisors of higher education institutions and higher education department representative of the ministry.  
UK practice in graduate employability is highly advanced since the topic has been addressed in the UK higher education sector for over two decades. As per the research that has been conducted by the Department for Business Innovation and Skills (July 2011), the majority of UK institutions have a strategy for enhancing student employability and higher education institutions are highly encouraged to incorporate an employability strategy into their development processes to ensure all students have the opportunity to access a common level of employability skills.

According to the official statements of the Ministry of Education officials, one of the main problems of Azerbaijan's higher education system is a large number of graduates who are unable to find jobs after successful completion of their studies at higher educational institutions. It has been mentioned at ministerial level that higher education institutions need to establish cooperation and partnership agreements with industry/business in order to improve employability skills of student graduates. 

In order to see the successful examples of UK university-business partnerships and learn from good practice in UK universities’ graduate employability schemes, the representatives of Azerbaijan universities, business institutions and MoE hope to visit the UK in May-June 2016.
Benefits of the tour for the hosting UK organization/institution
Partnership opportunities: The visiting group will be comprised of the representatives of different Azerbaijan Universities, Ministry of Education and businesses for networking and  partnership building opportunities in knowledge/student/teacher/staff exchange, study tours, joint programmes etc.

Bringing UK expertise: One of the aspects of higher education development in the Education Strategy of Azerbaijan is to increase graduate employability skills through university business partnership and relationships development. This study tour will be great opportunity to support the strategy by bringing and recognizing UK’s expertise in the respective and higher education development area in Azerbaijan.
Terms of Reference
British Council Azerbaijan is looking for a UK partners from higher education sector to host visitors from Azerbaijan and to arrange a Study Tour on Graduate Employability. 
The hosting UK institutions are expected to prepare a (three or five day) programme on the graduate employability topic for the visiting group from Azerbaijan. The programme is expected to include informational and guiding presentations (UK experience in the field in general, principles of student employability and practice, existing and successful partnerships and partnership ways, etc.), site visits (partner business/industry institutions) and meetings with staff members of related departments for discussion and knowledge exchange.
Funding
British Council Azerbaijan is responsible to cover (with partners) the expenses of the study tour. British Council offers a consultancy fee to UK higher education institutions for organizing the program. The study visit is planned for May-June, 2016. 

Location
The Study Tour will take place at the selected UK institutions.
Suggested Structure of the Application
Proposals should include: background information on the university applying for hosting the Study Tour; brief summary of experience in graduate employability; information about the methods/ways of (university-business/industry) cooperation applied; information about current and past partnerships (or partnership models) with businesses; and proposed Study Tour programme (please see terms of reference).
Proposals should be submitted to nigar.nasrullayeva@britishcouncil.az (Nigar Nasrullayeva, Education Officer, British Council Azerbaijan) no later than 25 April 2016.
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